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authority Beyond that which wealth confers. His palace,
or rather f&rt, is cl6se to the river. Behind the town,
• ckase to the Fajah's garden, there is a large tank, and a
(tefc>ple facing it which is remarkable for the exquisite
carving on its walls illustrative of Hindu mythology. 2- °\S
I • end f this account of Benares by'an extract from
Macaulay's Essay on Warren Hastings, in which, in his
own high rhetorical fashion, which so readily yields itself
to exaggeration, he describes the city. If I remember
rightly, there is no mention in his biography of his having
visited the North-West, and his description is therefore
not that of an eye-witness, f £•£ *y\*\ ] $S>) ^ [
" The first design of Warren Hastings was on Benares,
a city which in wealth, population, dignity, and sanctity
was among the foremost in Asia, It was commonly
believed that half a million of human beings was crowded
into that labyrinth of lofty alleys, rich with shrines, and
minarets, and balconies/and carved oriels, to which the
sacred apes clung by hundreds. The traveller could
scarcely make his way through the press of holy mendi-
cants and not less holy bulls. The Broad and stately
flights of steps which descended from these swarming
haunts to the bathing places along the Ganges were worn
every day by the footsteps of an innumerable multitude
of worshippers. The schools and temples drew crowds
of pious Hindus from every province where the Brah-
*tn£Httal faith was known. Hundreds of devotees came
thither every month to die, for it was believed* that a
peculiarly happy fate awaited the man who should pass
from the sadred city into the sacred river. Nor wai
superstition the only motive which allured strangers tc
that great metropolis. Commerce had as many pilgrimi
as religion. All along the shores of the venerable strean

